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Trauma-Informed, Socially Just Research (TISJR) Framework Application

Inventory
Stage of Priority Tenets of
Research TISJR Framework Guiding Questions for TISJR Framework Application
Pre-study Sociopolitical, cultural, ‘What systems of privilege and oppression at the micro, meso, exo, and
and historical context; macro levels could affect your study (for example, study staff, population,
peer support; transparency sociocultural/historical context)?

How could these dynamics promote or violate the assumptions of healing-
centered engagement?

Are there any ways to mitigate violations of key assumptions?

Study design Safety; transparency; Does the study design consider the goals of the study while still promoting
empowerment, voice, safety, transparency, and choice among participants?
and choice; centralization Does the study design consider the goals of the research study while central-
of participants’ identities izing the lived experiences and identities of participants?
Recruitment Safety, transparency, shared Is the recruitment process transparent?
power, collaboration Do protocols and procedures reduce power differentials and promote
collaboration between participants and those involved directly or indi-
rectly with the study?

Is the study team prepared to discuss their social location in the context of
the sociopolitical, historical context relative to the social location of
participants?

Informed Empowerment, voice, and How can we promote agency, choice, and control during the informed
consent choice; transparency consent process?

Data collection

Post—data
collection

Safety, building and
maintaining trust

Safety; empowerment,
voice, and choice

Do documents and procedures protect against potential challenges for
trauma-exposed populations (for example, cognition overload)?

‘What elements of this process might threaten the safety (psychological,
physical) of participants?

‘What changes can be made to make the process more transparent?

‘What threats to safety can we anticipate for participants and study staff?

How can safety and security be addressed while collecting quality data?

Is the study team equipped to maintain and promote emotional and behav-
ioral regulation with participants?

How will participants who have given their time to share deeply personal
information be acknowledged?

‘Which tools to assess participants’ stress levels are most appropriate for the
study context?

‘What resources are available to empower participants post-study?




